Limiting of Captive Cervid Facilities 

to Prevent Spread of Chronic Wasting Disease

Whereas recent research findings have shown that chronic wasting disease (CWD) is an increasingly threatening, persistent and invariably fatal disease, the prion pathogens of which are now known to be readily passed from animal to animal via feces, and

Whereas this transmission via feces begins a year or more before the disease is apparent or detectable in the host animal, and

Whereas prions shed by feces attach to surface soils and remain viable, virtually forever, unaffected by heat, cold, or radiation, from whence they can contaminate future generations of deer through the plants deer eat, and

Whereas confined cervid operations, which transport, concentrate and feed whitetail deer have proven to be important vectors of CWD throughout North America, and

Whereas confined cervid operations exhibit a high incidence of violations and non-compliance that have proven resistant to control, and

Whereas the ability to diagnose CWD in time to prevent its spread is virtually impossible, and 

Whereas the number of registered confined cervid facilities in Michigan has been as high as 800 and still numbers over 450, and

Whereas registrations for new confined cervid facilities continue to be issued by the DNR as required by law, and

Whereas the threat to the resource and potential costs to society posed by confined cervid operations are out of all proportion to their benefits, now

Therefore Be It Resolved that MUCC and the Michigan Resource Stewards do solemnly petition the Governor, the Legislature, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment, and the Department of Agriculture to immediately cease issuance of registrations for new confined cervid facilities, impose a strict schedule for expiration of registrations for facilities in noncompliance, and limit future registrations to the renewal, transfer, or sale of current registrations.

Approved by unanimous vote

December 2, 2009 MRS membership meeting

